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IN GRACE

Maria Blanca, ‘Blanki,’ experienced the grace of joy
despite a pain so intense that not even Fentanyl, an opiate
forty times more powerful than morphine, could assuage.

The doctors and nurses of the Burns Intensive Care Unit
(ICU) at Madrid’s La Paz Hospital were astonished: they had
never treated a patient that endured such suffering with the
fewest complaints.

Maria Blanca, my holy wife, left a recorded audio message
on WhatsApp, saying that she “was happy” because she “lived
for God” and “offered all her suffering for the conversion of
souls.”

Father German Martinez, 79, priest of Saint Vincent
Ferrer’s parish in Madrid, during a Mass celebrated ten days
after Maria Blanca’s death, said that “she had experienced in
her body the Passion of Christ.” “Before, she had fully lived
the sacrament of marriage and family,” he explained. “She is
now in the glory of Heaven, with the Communion of Saints.”

The priests of the hospital, who administered Christ’s
Communion to her daily, agreed that they “felt the presence
of the Holy Spirit” in Room 401 of the fourth floor of the ICU
for burned patients, where Maria Blanca was being consumed.
Father Osmin Serrano, one of the six chaplains, said that
Maria Blanca “couldn’t live without receiving the presence of
the Lord Jesus Christ in Communion.”



Maria Blanca received the Sacramental bread every day
of her stay in the Hospital. She said, for her, that was the
moment of the greatest joy of the day.

The host was tiny, half a centimeter or less, as the
patient’s mouth was so sore that she could not eat food. The
sores spread to her eyes, ears, intimate areas, legs, and other
parts of her body.

In addition to these lacerations, forty percent of her body
was burned; she lacked platelets and suffered from diverse
blood infections, some of which were very difficult to treat.
Such deterioration obliged her to lie immobile in bed, always
in the same position.

The pain was so extreme that the doctors didn’t know
what treatment to apply. They were before a patient without
defenses as, one month before, Maria Blanca had undergone
a bone marrow transplant, which eliminated her scarce
defenses. Any pain medication could seriously affect her post-
transplant recovery.

The medical team, which in that phase grouped hematology,
oncology, dermatology, ophthalmology, gynecology, and burn
specialists, believed that the emergency solution was to
recourse to psychologists and psychiatrists. Constant days and
nights of so much pain end up by tearing apart the patient’s
mind, in addition to consuming her desire to live.

On October 10, eighteen days before she died, they
suggested such a remedy to Maria Blanca. The patient, a
believer, reacted with astonishment and rejected being
treated by psychologists or psychiatrists. Someone in the team
came up with the alternative to turn to her husband.

Maria Blanca was delighted, and her husband was
contacted urgently that Sunday, alerting him that “Maria
Blanca was suffering an anxiety episode”.

So | began my stay in the ICU, lasting five or six hours
daily, the maximum time allowed, beginning at 5:30 pm.
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It was 19 days of uninterrupted suffering and hope, which
broke in an unexpected death on October 28, 2021, caused
by a sudden “cerebral hemorrhage.”

Maria Blanca, ‘Blanki,’ died in grace, enduring her pain
as an offering in reparation for the offenses committed
against the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart
of Mary. Just like her father, Julian Gonzalez, 87, who died
nine months before, Maria Blanca went in peace, showing that
suffering offered to Jesus and Mary is a salvific source of joy.

Suffering is essential to human nature, and it belongs to
man’s transcendence, as Saint John Paul Il wrote. Maria
Blanca left us the message of the joy of the Cross. “There is
no Sunday of glory without Friday of Passion,” we both shared
in those terrible months of September and October.

In a world that rejects suffering with formulas and
ideologies, which only bring despair and ruin, Maria Blanca,
enveloped in unimaginable suffering, stressed this idea: “We
live for God and for others; it’s the only thing that gives us

joy. ”
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EN GRACIA

Maria Blanca ‘Blanki’ experimento la gracia de la alegria
a pesar de un dolor tan intenso que ni siquiera una medicina
opiacea cuarenta veces mas potente que la morfina, como es
el Fentanyl, mitigaba.

Los médicos y enfermeras de la Unidad de Cuidados In-
tensivos (UCl) de Quemados del Hospital La Paz en Madrid es-
taban estupefactos: nunca habian tratado a un enfermo que
resistiera tal sufrimiento sin la mas minima protesta.

Maria Blanca, mi santa esposa, dejo un audio grabado en
WhatsApp diciendo que “estaba feliz” porque “vivia para
Dios” y “ofrecia todo su sufrimiento por la conversion de las
almas”.

El Padre German Martinez, de 79 anos, sacerdote de la
parroquia de San Vicente Ferrer en Madrid, dijo en una misa
celebrada diez dias después de que falleciera Maria Blanca
que “ella habia experimentado en su cuerpo la Pasion de
Cristo”. “Antes, habia vivido en plenitud el sacramento del
matrimonio y la familia,” anadi6. “Y ahora se encuentra en
la gloria del Cielo con la Comunién de los Santos”.

Los sacerdotes del hospital, que administraban a diario la
Comunion de Cristo, coincidian en que “sentian la presencia
del Espiritu Santo” en la habitacion 401 de la cuarta planta
de la UCI de pacientes quemados donde Maria Blanca se con-
sumia. El Padre Osmin Serrano, uno de los seis capellanes,
declaré que Maria Blanca “no podia vivir sin recibir la presen-
cia del Senor Jesucristo en la Comunion”.
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Maria Blanca recibiria la Sagrada Forma todos los dias de
su estancia en el hospital. Para ella, segin comentaba, era
el momento de mayor alegria del dia.

La Eucaristia era diminuta, de medio centimetro o menos,
ya que la enferma tenia la boca tan llagada que no podia in-
gerir alimentos. Las llagas se extendian, ademas, a los ojos,
oidos, partes intimas, piernas y otras zonas del cuerpo.

Ademas de estas laceraciones, mostraba el 40 % del
cuerpo quemado, carecia de plaquetas y sufria diversas in-
fecciones en la sangre, algunas de ellas de muy dificil trata-
miento. Tal deterioro la obligaba a estar inmovilizada en
cama, siempre en la misma postura.

El dolor era tan extremo que los médicos no sabian qué
tratamiento aplicar. Estaban ante una paciente enferma de
cancer sin defensas; un mes antes, Maria Blanca habia sido
intervenida de un trasplante de médula 6sea que habia eli-
minado las pocas que le quedaban. Suministrar a la paciente
cualquier medicamento contra el dolor podia afectar grave-
mente a su recuperacion post-trasplante.

El equipo médico, que en esa fase agrupaba a especialis-
tas de hematologia, oncologia, dermatologia, oftalmologia,
ginecologia y quemados, consider6 que una de las soluciones
de emergencia debia ser recurrir a la ayuda de psicologos y
psiquiatras. Dias y noches continuos de dolor ininterrumpido
acaban por despedazar la mente del paciente, ademas de
consumir sus ganas de vivir.

El dia 10 de octubre, dieciocho dias antes de fallecer,
plantearon a Maria Blanca tal remedio. La enferma, creyente,
reaccion6 con espanto y rechazé de manera tajante ser tra-
tada por psicélogos o psiquiatras. Fue entonces cuando al-
guien del equipo sugirié la alternativa de recurrir a su marido.

Maria Blanca se alegro sobremanera y su esposo fue con-
tactado de urgencia aquel domingo.

Asi empez6 mi estancia de cinco o seis horas diarias en la
UCI, el maximo tiempo permitido, a partir de las 17:30 horas.
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Fueron 19 dias ininterrumpidos de sufrimiento pero tam-
bién de esperanza, que finalmente quebraron en una muerte
inesperada el 28 de octubre de 2021, por causa de una subita
“hemorragia cerebral”.

Maria Blanca ‘Blanki’ murié en gracia, entregando su dolor
como ofrenda de reparacion a las ofensas cometidas contra
el Sagrado Corazon de JesUs y el Inmaculado Corazon de
Maria. Al igual que su padre, Julian Gonzalez, de 87 afos, fa-
llecido nueve meses atras, Maria Blanca se fue en paz, evi-
denciando que el sufrimiento ofrecido a Jesus y Maria es
fuente salvifica de alegria.

El sufrimiento es esencial a la naturaleza humana y per-
tenece a la trascendencia del hombre, como escribié San Juan
Pablo Il. Maria Blanca nos dejo el mensaje de la alegria de la
Cruz. “No hay Domingo de Gloria sin Viernes de Pasion”, con-
vinimos los dos en esos meses terribles de septiembre y octu-
bre.

En un mundo que rechaza el sufrimiento con férmulas e
ideologias que sélo traen desesperacion y ruina, Maria Blanca,
envuelta en un padecimiento inimaginable, insistio en esta
idea: “Vivimos para Dios y para los demas; es lo Unico que nos
da alegria”.
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